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Hymn Writing Contest (Texts and Tunes) Contents 
A. A Bicentennial Hymn Writ-
ing Contest is being spon-
sored by the Commission 
on Music and Worship. Win-
ning entries will be used at 
the Brethren in Christ Bi-
centennial General Con-
ference at Messiah College 
July, 1978. E. 
B. You may submit both the 
Text and Tune, or you may 
col laborate with a com-
poser or poet to submit an 
entry. 
C. If you wish to submit a 
poem only, it must be sub-
mitted by November 20, F. 
1977. It will then be judged 
and if selected it will be sent 
to interested composers to G. 
be set to a tune for entry 
into competition. (It is an-
ticipated that a number of 
poems will be selected and 
sent to composers.) 
D. The hymn should speak to 
the theme of the Bicenten-
nial celebration "The Pil- H. 
grimage of the Brethren in 
Christ." This can involve 
historical aspects, a vision 
for the future for the Breth-
ren in Christ, or speak of 
"The People of God," or the 
"Fellowship of Believers," or 
one of the doctrines, con-
cerns, or interests peculiar 
or e m p h a s i z e d by the 
Brethren in Christ. 
Entries may be in the stan-
dard hymn format, gospel 
song, or in a contemporary 
style, folk, or white spiritual 
but must be appropriate for 
c o r p o r a t e w o r s h i p and 
readi ly s ingable by the 
average congregation. 
The text and tune must both 
be new and previously un-
published. 
Entries remain the property 
of the C o m m i s s i o n on 
Music and Worship until 
after General Conference 
July, 1978 after which they 
become the sole property 
of the c o m p o s e r s and 
authors. 
Your name should accom-
pany but not be on the entry 
for judging purposes. 
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From the Editor 
Boards and institutions need to keep their programs and 
ministries under review. To assume that a ministry, effec-
tive when begun, will continue with only minor changes to 
meet present and future needs is to court failure. 
It is the desire " to serve the present age" which has led 
the Board of Benevolence to examine their ministry within 
the life of the church. Read the article "Benevolence: A 
Test of Fai th" and respond in either letters to the editor or 
a communication with the Board. 
The terms "miss ionary , " "evangel ism," "church 
growth" are rallying words within the church. They draw 
support and interest. "Benevolence" does not sound nearly 
so exciting, yet it is an equally biblical concept. If the New 
Testament is our guide church growth may well make new 
demands upon benevolence (Acts 6:1). 
One of my non-editorial tasks within the denomination 
is to serve as chairman of the Committee on Ministerial 
Training. Every two years the Committee sponsors a semi-
nar-retreat for young men and wives in attendance at semi-
naries and preparing for a pastorate-related ministry 
within the Brethren in Christ Church. The 1977 retreat was 
held the week of June 27-July 1. 
During this week-long retreat our seminarians and their 
wives have an opportunity to learn to know Brethren in 
Christ seminary students in attendance at other semi-
naries and as well to look at Brethren in Christ doctrines 
and practices. Denominational leaders are available at 
these retreats to share with the seminarians and answer 
ques t i ons . to page three 
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Why Don't We Grow? 
1 hear this question occasionally. Sometimes it is asked 
in reference to a congregation; sometimes in regards to the 
denomination. 
The response to the question when asked in respect to a 
congregation would be varied. Many factors influence 
growth or non-growth at a congregational level. Congre-
gational growth is not the focus of this editorial. Our 
concern in this editorial focuses on the denomination. 
When this question is asked it usually means "Why 
don't we grow faster?" or "Why don't we grow as fast as 
such and such a denomination?" 
The usual result of such a question is one of self-criti-
cism—suggesting that as a denomination we are not doing 
as well as others. Reasons for this failure are sought. 
•Negative feelings about our doctrine, our leadership, and 
our life together surface. Our enthusiasm and good feeling 
about our church suffer. Our outlook becomes negative 
rather than positive. 
I had this question in the back of my mind as the yearly 
reports of denominations begin to come across my desk. I 
have also just received a report of the 1977 Yearbook of 
American and Canadian Churches. 
The Yearbook is a "year late." The 1977 edition reports 
on 1975 statistics rather than 1976 as one might expect. 
The current Yearbook reports that for 1975 "The Salva-
tion Army was the fastest growing U.S. religious body." 
The Salvation Army reported a growth of 5 percent. 
Of equal interest is a summary of other rapidly growing 
religious bodies as reported by the Yearbook. 
"In addition to the Salvation Army, other rapidly grow-
ing religious groups (in 1975) include the Church of God of 
Prophecy (up 4.9 percent to 65,801); Church of God of 
Cleveland, Tennessee (up 4.4 percent to 343,249); Je-
hovah's Witnesses (up 4 percent to 560,897); Baptist 
General Conference (up 3.8 percent to 115, 340); Seventh-
Day Adventists (up 3.3 percent to 495,699); and Church of 
God of Anderson, Indiana (up 3 percent to 166,259)." 
When I read these statistics I went to my file and found 
our denominational statistics for 1975 and 1976. I dis-
covered that Brethren in Christ growth in 1975 was 5.3 
percent and in 1976, 5.9 percent. 
Some of the denominations listed in the statistics above 
have often been referred to as examples of church growth 
and evangelistic fervor although not always with approval 
of their doctrinal teaching. Others listed are firmly in the 
evangelical tradition. I confess to some degree of satis-
faction that our Brethren in Christ growth compared 
favorably with these groups. 
Perhaps it would not be out of line to note that another 
denomination more nearly our size and somewhat similar 
to us in theological emphasis—one well known to our 
Pennsylvania churches—showed a growth of .2 of one 
percent during 1976. 
It may be of interest to see the growth percentage for 
our regional conference in 1975 and 1976: 
Regional Conference 1975 1976 
Allegheny 3.5 4.9 
Atlantic 6.5 5.1 
Canadian 6.2 8.5 
Central 6.8 7.9 
Midwest 1.6 2.1 
Pacific 7.4 7.9 
Denomination 5.3 5.9 
These statistics are seen against a United States popu-
lation growth (1975) of .8 of one percent; an overall church 
membership growth of .4 of one percent; with the Southern 
Baptist, largest U.S. Protestant body, reporting a growth 
of 1.8 percent. 
I am aware that these are very limited statistics. There 
are no doubt groups not reported by the Yearbook which 
may show significant and real growth beyond the percent-
ages included in this editorial. I am also aware that 
statistics can be used to substantiate diverse conclusions. 
Aware of these two factors I still make several observa-
tions. 
1. We are growing as a denomination. We are growing 
seven times faster than the population growth. Compared 
with other evangelical groups our growth rate appears 
favorable. 
2. The denomination's growth rate does not indicate 
those congregations where little or no growth is occurring. 
Each of these situations has its own factors affecting its 
growth. What the overall pattern does support is that the 
ministry, leadership, life, and teaching of the denomi-
nation is conducive to growth. Lack of growth in a con-
gregation cannot be attributed to causes resident in the 
denomination. 
3. Areas of the church where growth is somewhat less 
than the average should be a concern of the entire church. 
Brotherhood should not be sacrificed to "growth poten-
tial." 
4. To double in a decade calls for a growth pattern of 
better than 7 percent. Whatever satisfaction our present 
growth rate may bring, the rate needs to be increased if the 
doubling of our membership in the next decade is to be 
realized. This will not happen just by "trying harder." It 
will call for planning—the wise use of our resources, both 
personnel and financial; and a balance of expansion 
growth (present congregations) and extension growth (new 
congregations). 
5. The Bible warns against the peril of what we have 
done in this editorial—"measure themselves by one an-
other." Whatever satisfaction the comparisons in this 
editorial may bring we should remember that statistics will 
not be our ultimate judge nor the accomplishments of 
others our model. Faithfulness is not measured by our 
comparison with each other but by the plumbline of God's 
Word and our response to opportunities which come to us 
and the leading of the Spirit in our being the church today. 
Let us not think more highly of ourselves than we ought 
to think but let us think soberly, live faithfully, and walk 
hopefully. 
FROM THE EDITOR 
from page two 
Fourteen seminarians and twelve wives plus two recent 
graduates and their wives were present at this year's semi-
nar. Five seminarians were not in attendance due to 
summer obligations. A little arithmetic will reveal nine-
teen men in seminary during 1976-78. There are men in 
preparation, other than at seminary, for a Brethren in 
Christ ministry. This sizable group of men training for a 
Brethren in Christ ministry is an encouraging aspect of our 
church life. 
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"But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet 
closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?" 
—I John 3:17 
Benevolence: 
A Test of Faith 
I T is not difficult to validate by Scrip-
ture the current call for Christian 
social concern and justice. The basic 
biblical doctrine was pronounced early 
in the Old Testament in the very 
simple answer to Cain's question, 
" A m I my brother's keeper?" 
Later on Micah asks, "Wherewith 
shall I come before the Lord, and bow 
down myself before the most high 
God? Shall I come before him with 
burnt offerings, and with calves of a 
year old?" The prophet comes forth 
with the answer to his own question. 
" H e hath showed thee, O man, what is 
good." The proper posture before God 
was one of justice and mercy for one's 
fellowmen and humility before God. 
(Micah 6:6-8) 
While the Old Testament laid the 
foundation of the Hebrew faith in God 
squarely on just and charitable human 
relationships, the Gospels set the 
Christian faith in that same perspec-
tive and describe it explicitly. In a day 
of expectancy, John the Baptist came 
announcing the coming of Jesus with 
the words, " . . . the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand . . . Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight, . . ." When the people came 
asking John how they should prepare, 
he said, " H e that hath two coats, let 
him impart to him that hath none; and 
he that hath meat let him do like-
wise." When the tax collectors asked 
the same question, he said, "Exact no 
more than is appointed you." The 
soldiers came with the very same ques-
tion and again he said, "Do violence to 
no man, neither accuse any falsely, 
and be content with your wages." 
These expectant people had gone to 
John to be baptized in preparation for 
the kingdom, but instead they were in-
structed to do exactly what their an-
cient Mosaic law had always said: Do 
for your neighbor as you would do for 
yourself! 
The first coming of Jesus as a babe 
in a manger was heralded by the words 
The writer of this article is the secretary of the 
Board of Benevolence. Although written by the 
secretary it reflects the thinking of the Board as 
they project the Board's role in the life of the 
church. 
Millard Herr 
of the very essence of the kingdom: 
PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL 
T O W A R D MEN! These are words of 
social impact, and John's prepara-
tions were in terms of temporal justice 
and peace among men. So with Jesus' 
teachings the ultimate right relation-
ship with God depends on such neigh-
borly acts as giving meat and drink, 
taking in strangers, and visiting those 
in prison. (Matt. 25:3Iff.) 
Along with the unavoidable scrip-
tural injunctions current modes of life 
have become more demanding. Being 
part of the present society requires 
higher living standards. There is a 
public cry for socioeconomic pro-
vision for the lesser privileged—a cry 
to which the church along with politi-
cal institutions must give adequate an-
swer. No longer can we limit our be-
nevolent action to a subsistence pro-
vision for the destitute and orphaned. 
And the need is not likely to get less. 
There are about 22 million people over 
65 in the United States today, a figure 
which represents a 25 percent in-
crease over 15 years ago. This figure 
also represents at least 10 percent of 
the total population, and is expected to 
rise to 15 percent by the year 2000. 
Life expectancy has risen from age 47 
in 1900 to 71 in 1970. Half of all older 
people are over 73; one million are 85 
or over; and the 1970 census reports 
106,441 over 100. 
By government standards 25 to 40 
percent of all older people live at or 
near the poverty level; over one half of 
our elderly population have been con-
sidered to be living in some form of 
deprivation. While we may like to 
retain some doubts at least in some 
areas, it is not too difficult to believe 
that the picture within the Brethren in 
Christ Church, for the same period 
and by the same standard, parallels 
the national picture fairly well. 
Though somewhat unheralded, the 
Board of Benevolence has for many 
decades provided for the needy within 
the church. That responsibility in-
cluded the institutional care of the 
e lde r ly and the o r p h a n e d and 
monetary allowances for individuals in 
economic distress. Today this pro-
gram continues. In addition the board 
provides economic subsidies for mis-
sionary children in the homeland and 
an appropriation for retired ministers 
not covered by a retirement program. 
For a number of years we have made 
contributions for the support of chil-
dren at Montreal Lake Children's 
Home. A most prominent project is 
the current development of Messiah 
Village at Mechanicsburg, Pennsyl-
vania, a retirement center which will 
provide Cluster Housing and Per-
sonal Care units. It will replace Mes-
siah Home located in Harrisburg. 
As the brotherhood grows and 
awareness of temporal need develops, 
how do we face the responsibility? 
What new approaches are required of 
us? The board has already become 
aware of needs in areas into which we 
have not yet moved, such as service for 
the emotionally disturbed, the men-
tally deficient, and ways to promote 
temporal expressions of love within 
the fellowship. 
Let us suggest a broad structure for 
benevolent activity. The Board of Be-
nevolence should have a viable and 
working relationship with every con-
gregation. Here is where it happens. 
Here is where needs are discovered 
and met; where love can and should 
function. Here is where the money is, 
whether it is spent locally or given to 
some agency of the denomination. The 
general board should give profes-
sional advice and direction as to the 
administration of benevolence in the 
local congregation. It should be a re-
source to which the local board of 
deacons can turn. 
There should be a cooperative and 
functional relationship between the 
Board of Benevolence and all other 
agencies of the denomination. Such an 
arrangement would have the positive 
benefit of prevention of need brought 
on by over expenditure or exhaustion 
of human resources. Perhaps all major 
denominational agencies should be 
represented on the Board of Benevo-
lence, where there could be a positive 
connection between the work of the 
church and the welfare of the work-
ers, which includes everyone. 
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The Board of Benevolence should 
have a coordinating and advisory rela-
tionship with regional conferences. 
There are benevolent activities, such 
as retirement centers that develop and 
func t ion m o r e efficiently under 
regional authority. Already there is 
Upland Manor, a retirement facility 
at Upland, California of the Pacific 
Conference. The Canadian Confer-
ence has projections concerning a 
center for the aging in that area. 
Interest and support for such activi-
ties more logically would develop on a 
regional level, especially if the general 
church development program is to be 
successful. 
It seems quite proper for the church 
to have an agency of General Confer-
ence board status to care for benevo-
lence within it. Expressed love for one 
another is so foundational to the faith 
that it deserves such an agency, and 
the need for such action is so great as 
to demand it. The Evangelical Visitor 
(December 10, 1976) editorialized this 
way: "We need . . . to see the ministry 
of this board as foundational to the life 
of the church—an expression of that 
unity and love which was the unique 
mark of the church at and following 
Pentecost." 
One question remains: Are we ready 
to enter this field with our resources of 
time and money to an extent which is 
commensurate with the need and the 
degree of our current social aware-
ness? The Board of Benevolence has 
already moved to have its member-
ship increased to nine. It also feels 
there should be a denominational 
Director of Benevolence, whose office 
would be of a status comparable to 
that of directors of other areas of 
church activity. The area of concern 
would be the full scope of human tem-
poral welfare within the brotherhood. 
One thing is certain. It will cost 
more just to maintain what we are pre-
sently doing. There are sharply in-
creased costs of care for those already 
being provided for in Messiah Home. 
Some of these have been accepted on a 
to page thirteen 
God's Word: Loud and Clear 
C. R. lieisey 
I T was my privilege to be in San 
Francisco at the time of the meeting of 
the United Nations in 1945. I did not 
attend that meeting, but there was an-
other, a prayer meeting, held at the 
same time at the Glide Memorial 
Methodist Church. This was con-
ducted by Dr. McPheters, who was at 
that time the pastor. I recall the 
fervency of spirit of that fellowship as 
we shared together, before God's 
throne, a concern in behalf of those 
responsible for the drafting of a per-
manent charter for that world body. 
Twenty-three years later , while 
living in San Francisco, I visited the 
Glide Memorial Church again. Now a 
Dr. Williams was pastor. This time the 
atmosphere was entirely different. I 
had heard that almost anything but 
what ought to be happening in a 
church was happening there. At the 
close of the service invitation was 
extended to share in a fellowship of 
coffee and cookies. Here a piece of 
literature was given to us. The initials 
of the organization responsible for it I 
remember quite clearly; they were 
C.R.H. This stood for "Council for 
the Rights of Homosexuals." 
A half-score of years ago none 
would have dared ment ion tha t 
pattern of behavior in polite society, 
and of course not in a church. It was 
counted among "the works of dark-
ness" concerning which the Apostle 
Paul said, " I t is a shame to even speak 
of those things . . ." (Eph. 5:11-12) 
What a change we are experiencing! 
Men, calling themselves ministers 
The writer is a member of the Upland Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
of the gospel are openly declaring 
themselves party to this perverted 
exercise, without the least embarrass-
ment. Those who are involved in this 
type of indecent practice are boldly 
clamoring for equal rights. Churches 
are being formed with those practicing 
that pattern of behavior. Some of the 
"Old Line" churches are accepting 
these people into full membership 
without question. Marriages are being 
performed uniting two people of the 
same sex in order that they may 
legally continue this irregular prac-
tice. 
They call themselves " the gay 
crowd." The dictionary says gay 
means, "joyous and lively"; "merry, 
happy, light-hearted"; "given to social 
life and pleasure." They may refer to 
themselves that way, and may be so 
designated by others; but that isn't 
what God says about them. 
Definition number four in my dic-
tionary says "gay" means, "wanton, 
licentious; as a gay dog." As we look 
into the Bible we discover this defini-
tion to be in keeping with God's 
thought concerning this type of activi-
ty among human beings. 
In dea l ing with S o d o m and 
Gomorrah God says, " . . . their sin is 
very grievous" (Gen. 18:20). A little 
careful study leaves no doubt as to 
what the sin of these cities was. To 
God it is unbearable, not to be en-
dured; it is s-i-n! 
When Israel became a nation it was 
specifically mentioned by God as a 
strictly forbidden practice of the 
pagan nations about them. It was not 
to be considered permissible at all. 
"Thou shalt not lie with mankind as 
with womankind; it is an abomi-
nation." (Lev. 18:22). "If a man lie 
with mankind, as he lieth with a 
woman, both of them have comitted 
abomination: they shall surely be put 
to death." (Lev. 20:13). (This word 
"abomination" is defined in the New 
World Bible Dictionary as "anything 
which offends one's religious suscepti-
bilities.") 
The New Testament is no less 
severe concerning this "filthiness of 
the flesh." Paul, writing to his son 
Timothy is on the same wave-length as 
Moses: "The law is not made for a 
righteous man, but for the lawless and 
disobedient . . . for them that defile 
themselves with mankind." (I Tim. 
1:9-10) (RSV translates it, "The law is 
laid down for sodomites." NEB uses 
the word "perverts.") 
To the church at Corinth the Apos-
tle wrote: "Be not deceived: neither 
fornicators, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind . . . shall inherit the 
kingdom of God." (I Cor. 6:9-10; NIV 
uses "homosexual offenders" for the 
last one mentioned.") 
According to Paul's letter to the 
Romans the cause of homosexuality is 
not like many moderns are telling us. 
He makes it clear that in the case of 
mankind in general it comes about be-
cause of man's rejection of the light of 
G o d . " T h e s e men d e l i b e r a t e l y 
forfe i ted the t ru th of God and 
accepted a lie . . . God, therefore, 
handed them over to disgraceful pas-
sions. Their women exchanged the 
normal practices of sexual inter-
to page six 
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f rom page five 
course for something which is abnor-
mal and unnatural. Similarly the 
men, turning from natural inter-
course with women, were swept into 
lustful passions for one another. Men 
with men performed these shameful 
horrors, receiving of course, in their 
own personalities the consequences of 
sexual perversion." (Rom. 1:25-27 
Philips Tr.) 
The picture in Scripture of this 
scandalous practice is not good. Look 
at the words used: "very grievous sin," 
"abomination," "defile themselves," 
"abusers of themselves," "disgraceful 
passions," "shameful horrors," "sex-
ual perversions," "abnormal and un-
natural ." 
But there is hope; there is help for 
the homosexua l ! There is " T h e 
marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 
Grace that exceeds our sin and our 
guilt." 
God speaks today the same en-
couraging words that He gave to 
Israel through the prophet Ezekiel 
2500 years ago: "Say unto them, 'As I 
live,' saith the Lord, 'I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked; 
but rather in this, that he turns from 
his way and lives. Turn you, oh turn 
you, from your evil ways; . . . When I 
say to the wicked, you shall surely die; 
yet if he turns from his sin, and does 
what is lawful and fair . . . he shall 
surely live and not die." (Ezek. 33:11-
14 Berk Tr.) 
In the same letter to the Christians 
at Corinth , immediately after he 
paints the ugly picture with his pen, 
Paul says: "And such men, remem-
ber, were some of you! But you have 
cleansed yourselves from all that; you 
have been made whole in spirit; you 
Calendar 
Camp Meetings 
Roxbury Holiness Camp 
August 3-14 
Speakers 
Morton Dorsey, Henry Landis, 
Benjamin Reed, Roy Sider, 
E. J . Swalm 
Niagara Holiness Camp 
August 20-28 
Speakers 
Myron Augsburger, Arthur Cli-
menhaga, Albert Lown, 
Roger Sider, Sam Wolgemuth 
Memorial Holiness Camp 
August 20-28 
Speakers 
George Kimber, Ross Nigh, 
Warren Hoffman, Ken Gibson 
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have been justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus and in the very spirit of 
God." (I Cor. 6:11; Phillips) 
True—once they were unsuitable 
ind entirely unacceptable as citizens 
of the kingdom of God. Corinth was a 
wicked city of the Roman culture. A 
competent commentator says that of 
the first fifteen emperors of the 
Roman Empire, thirteen of them were 
sexual perverts. If that is true, what 
must living have been like at the lower 
levels of society? 
True—there were those in the 
church at Corinth who had lived like 
that. Into this foul society came the 
gospel of God's grace. Such as these 
were received into the church fellow-
ship but not until they had the dirty 
linen of their lives laundered in the 
precious blood of Him who gave His 
life a ransom for that very purpose. 
Although Paul was speaking of a 
different matter in his letter to the 
Romans, using his language, the truth 
of the transformation which the gospel 
makes possible is clearly stated: 
"When we lived our earthly way, our 
sinful passions . . . were active ki our 
bodily organs to bear fruit unto death. 
Now, however, we are released . . . we 
have been dead to what once held us in 
its grip, so that now we serve in the 
new relationship of the Spirit." (Rom. 
7:5-6 Berk.) 
Wonder of wonders! Once so far 
away from God, character soiled by 
sin, then "washed!" Beck translates it, 
"But you have been washed, you have 
been made holy and righteous." O the 
majesty of that "marvelous . . . in-
finite grace. Grace that is greater than 
all our sin." 
Let us abhor sin as God does, but 
love and pray for the sinning as God 
would have us do. 
Workshop 
Families for Justice 
August 19-21,1977 
Roxbury Camp, Roxbury, Pa. 
This is a weekend (Friday evening 
through Sunday noon) devoted to the 
Christian family's approach to pover-
ty, injustice, violence and material-
ism—helping families to respond from 
the Christian perspective to the values 
held by our secular society. 
There will be study, sharing and 
recreation. The costs are reasonable. 
The workshop planning team includes 
Ron and Arbutus Sider. 
For more information contact: 
Arbutus B. Sider 
312 W. Logan Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 
Phone: 215-813-9269 
Church News 
Church Growth News 
Ralph Wenger, pastor of the newly 
organized Alta Loma (Calif.) Brethren in 
Christ Church, reports that 75 persons 
were in attendance on Sunday, June 26. 
The offerings of this 10-month old congre-
gation have been averaging $650 per Sun-
day. The present membership is 59. 
The newly organized Chino Brethren in 
Christ Church of which Rev. Larry Mart in 
is the pastor has averaged an attendance of 
49 since the initial service, May 1, 1977. 65 
persons are actively involved in the life of 
this new congregation. A committee has 
been appointed to search for a church site. 
The members of the search committee are 
Dan Schuh, Michael Vairin, and the 
pastor. 
Aaron Stern is serving as Church 
Developer for the Pacific Conference. 
Colleges 
Niagara Celebrates 38th Commencement 
The largest graduation class in the 
history of N i a g a r a Chris t ian College 
assembled for graduation on June 17, a 
beautiful evening. The blue and gold gowns 
of the graduates added color to the proces-
sion headed by President Harvey Sider, 
and dean, Dr. Roger Grant. 
Maria Man presented the valedictory 
address. In her speech she expressed deep 
appreciation for the dedicated faculty, 
each of whom had contributed in an in-
dividual way to the development and 
m a t u r i n g of t h e g r a d u a t e s . T h e 
duodecimus award was presented to a local 
boy, Tim Fretz, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Fretz, Jr . This recognizes the top 
all round student—taking into considera-
tion his spiritual, academic and social 
leadership at NCC. 
The charge to the 68 graduates was 
delivered by Dr. Carlton Wittlinger, pro-
to page fourteen 
CPS Reunion 
August 7 
The 32nd Annual Civilian Public 
Service Reunion will be held on Sun-
day, August 7, 1977, at the Lancaster 
Mennonite High School, 2176 Lin-
coln Highway East (Route 30) about 3 
miles east of Lancaster. 
The Worship Service begins at 
10:00 o'clock. 
For detailed program or informa-
tion write 
Mark E. Denlinger 
Pequea Drive 
Route 2, Box 242 
Paradise, Pa. 17562 
Evangelical Visitor 
Religious News 
Population: Elderly Up 14.8%, 
Under-5s Down 10.6% in 6 Years 
The number of persons 65 years and 
older has increased markedly since 1970, 
while the number of children under five 
years of age has decreased markedly 
during the same period, according to new 
estimates reported by the U.S. Bureau of 
the Census. 
During the period, the number of older 
persons (65 and older) increased from 
19,972,330 to 22,936,000, a gain of 2,963,-
670, or 14.8 percent. The number of chil-
dren under five dropped from 17,162,866 
to 15,338,000, or 10.6 percent. 
Interest in Church Colleges 
Growing, Scholars Report 
A recent study indicates that interest in 
church colleges is strong, despite a slight 
decline in college and university enroll-
ment across the nation. 
" In spite, or perhaps because, of the 
secularization American society at large, it 
is clear that many youth today seek a 
higher education that combines a quality 
academic program with a genuine reli-
gious experience," said Earl J. McGrath of 
the University of Arizona. 
He said the renewed interest in church 
colleges is so strong that "those institu-
tions whose gross enrollments have 
dropped would do well to analyze whether 
the forces at work in each case stem from a 
weakening of the earlier emphasis on their 
religious heritage and commitments." 
Mr. McGrath ' s observations were based 
on a study he recently completed with 
Richard C. Neese of the Higher Edu-
cation Center at the University of Arizona. 
Teen Challenge Founder Plans 
Major Drive Against Drinking 
The Rev. David Wilkerson, founder ol 
Teen Challenge who has worked with 
young drug addicts for the past 20 years, 
has started a major campaign against the 
growing problem of alcoholism. 
"The two most popular words in school 
today are 'cruising and boozing, '" he said. 
" W e face the possibility of having over one 
million young alcoholics next year." 
He said young people drink because they 
think alcohol won't "waste" them like 
drugs and also because it is legal. "Booze 
is now the preferred 'liquid p o t , ' " Mr . 
Wilkerson said. 
As part of the campaign to curb alcohol 
abuse, Teen Challenge is preparing to re-
lease a new film, "Teenage Alcoholism—A 
National Plague." 
Bill To Regulate Private Schools 
Spurs Criticism in Wisconsin 
A proposal in the Wisconsin legislature 
to regulate non-public schools has drawn 
opposition from private and parochial 
school spokesmen. 
More than 100 persons registered to 
speak against the measure at a public hear-
ing before the Assembly Education com-
mittee. 
The bill would permit the State Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction to set stan-
dards for schools. Non-private schools in 
Wisconsin now do not have to hire certi-
fied teachers, although most parochial 
schools do. 
Cuban Government Authorizes 
Bible Importation 
The Cuban Government has granted the 
Protestant churches in that country per-
mission to import 5,000 Bibles and New 
Testaments, according to a report issued 
by the United Bible Societies' Americas 
Regional Center in Mexico City. 
The center states that it has received a 
letter from Dr. Raul Fernandez Ceballos, 
president of the Ecumenical Council of 
Cuba (formerly the Council of Protestant 
Churches), who wrote that the council is 
authorized to import 2,500 Bibles and 
2,500 New Testaments. 
The Scriptures will be donated to the 
council by the United Bible Societies, the 
international fellowship of 59 Bible So-
cieties who carry on Scripture translation, 
publication and distribution in 150 coun-
tries of the world. They will be shipped 
from Kingston, Jamaica, through the 
auspices of the Bible Society of the West 
Indies. 
One hundred of the Bibles will be bound 
in fine leather for presentation to newly 
graduated theology students. 
U.S. May Be On Verge 
Of Religious Revival—Gallup 
Pollster George Gallup, Jr., believes 
there is growing evidence "that the United 
States may be in an early stage of a pro-
found religious revival." 
He said hard evidence of a revival trend 
included a slight rise in church attendance 
in 1976 for the first time in nearly two 
decades, with 42 percent of Americans 
attending church or synagogue in a typical 
week. Church membership also was up 
with about seven of every 10 persons now 
describing themselves as church members. 
Gallup reported the information in an 
article written for the June issue of the 
Journal of Current Social Issues. 
Baptists Continue 
Worldwide Membership Gain 
Baptists of the world continued their 
long upward trend in numbers this past 
year, registering a gain of 381,797 church 
members and bringing their new figure to 
33,269,319, the Baptist World Alliance has 
announced. 
The " B a p t i s t c o m m u n i t y " figure 
jumped nearly 2.5 million for the year, 
reaching the current number of 46,221,-
039. Because Baptists accept into member-
ship only persons who have reached an age 
of discretion and have voluntarily chosen 
to be identified as Christians, the mem-
bership figure is approximately the same in 
concept as the idea of "full, communicant 
and confirmed membership" in some of 
the pedo-baptist denominations. 
Ten years ago the Baptists of the world 
numbered 27,183,622. The growth for the 
decade—6,085,697, comes to more than 
22%. 
Court Reaffirms Ruling 
Against Sabbatarians 
The U.S. Supreme Court struck another 
blow against Sabbatarians who believe 
employees ought to be given Saturdays off 
if their religious convictions so dictate. 
The high court voted to overturn itself in 
the case of a Kentucky man who last fall 
apparently won his case. The court ruled 
last November that Paul Cummins, an em-
ployee of the Parker Seal Co., of Berea, 
Ky., was entitled to demand Saturdays off 
from his employer. The vote then was 4-4, 
with Justice John Paul Stevens abstaining 
because he once worked for a law firm 
which represented Parker Seal Co. The tie 
vote, however, meant victory for Cum-
mins. 
In a reversal of that decision, the court 
ruled in June that companies may dismiss 
or refuse to hire individuals who decline to 
work on Saturdays because of religious 
convictions. The court then said that to 
force companies to make such an accom-
modation would create an "undue hard-
ship." A federal law passed in 1972 placed 
the burden of providing "undue hardship" 
on employers, not employees. The new 
ruling signals a serious setback to Jews, 
Seventh Day Adventists, and other, 
smaller Sabbatarian groups, such as the 
Seventh Day Baptists. 
Communist Countries Reconsidering Stand 
Against Religion, News Agency Says 
The Eastern European Communis t 
countries are reconsidering their opposi-
tion to religion, the Austrian Roman 
Catholic news agency Kathpres theorized 
in Vienna. 
Moscow would like to end criticism by 
Western European Communists about 
religion being a problem in Eastern Europe 
or an alternative to Communism for Chris-
tians in those countries, Kathpres ex-
plained. 
It said the Hungarian Institute of Ec-
clesiastic Sociology in Vienna viewed the 
recent visit to the Vatican by Hungarian 
Communist head Janos Kadar as an event 
indicating changed thinking in other Com-
munist countries as well as Hungary. 
Aside from Hungary's normalization of 
relations with the Vatican, the new Soviet 
constitution was "relatively liberal" con-
cerning religion, Kathpres commented. 
Citizens will be authorized to appeal 
against religious persecution. 
The Kremlin was "testing" a more 
liberal policy toward religion in Hungary, 
the agency speculated. 
Observers of Communist affairs com-
mented, however, that the Kathpres 
analysis failed to take account of develop-
ments elsewhere that do not bolster this 
thesis—the tension in Poland, the patched-
up crisis in East Germany and the almost 
daily pestering of Czechoslovak citizens by 
officials. 
"The test of a church is not in its build-
ing or in its staff, but in the number of 
people reached for Christ," the President 
s a i c l - to page ten 
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Rhodesia 
Leadership Conference 
Taken from a report written by Fuduka T. S. Moyo, deacon at the Mtshabezi 
Church and teacher at the Mtshabezi Teacher's College. 
F r O M the very first service on May 
15, one could feel God was at work. It 
was like a mini General Conference. 
Pastors, deacons, evangelists, and 
Sunday school teachers had come to-
gether from all over Rhodesia. Much 
of that first evening was spent in 
people introducing themselves—over 
one hundred present. 
Much of the 5-Day Retreat was 
spent in giving explanations and ad-
monitions on various phases of the 
work of the church. All the topics were 
discussed by those who were directly 
involved in them. Each speaker was 
open and frank with his discussions 
even though he had constructive criti-
cism to give. Here are some of the 
topics that were discussed. 
"Giving to the Lord"—Iddo M. 
Kumalo 
" T h e W o r k of t h e 
Trustees"—Henry K. Ncube 
"Why E.B.I, and T.E.E."—Stephen 
N. Ndlovu 
"Future Church Strategy"—Bishop 
Philemon M. Kumalo 
"Why General Conference, District 
Councils, and Administrative 
Committees"—Lot S. Senda 
"Men ' s Fellowship"—Agrippa V. 
Masiye 
"The Church and Music"—Isaac 
N. Mpofu 
"Youth Movement in the Church" 
—Reuben Mabhena 
In all these discussions great tribute 
was given to the work of the mission-
aries. The elders did, however, stress 
that " I t behooves all national church 
leaders to continue the good work 
which started in 1898." Christ's Great 
Commission is "Go Ye." One felt per-
haps everyone in the meeting was 
going to turn out to be a great mis-
sionary like St. Paul. 
After the talk and discussion on 
"Giving to the Lord," the offering 
taken amounted to $110.49. There was 
also a special offering of $17.80 taken 
for the handicapped people of the 
Jairos Jiri Association. 
A special session on Thursday mor-
ning deserves mentioning. This was a 
prayer period which started at 8:15 
a.m. and continued until 9:50 a.m. 
People prayed as the Lord filled their 
hearts with the Holy Ghost. Prayers 
were so direct and clear to God that 
the whole house literally cried. Loud 
"weepings" were heard. That was a 
small Pentecost. God can do mighty 
things. Testimonies were penetrating. 
Let me take quotes from a few. 
Misheck Moyo from Victoria Falls. 
"God has allowed the small church at 
Victoria Falls to grow. I take time to 
counsel with the young people." 
Maria Tshuma: "Beloved, our being 
here for worship causes me to 
tremble." 
Mrs. Johnson Nkala: "Some nights 
my husband and I fail to sleep be-
cause of a great concern for souls. 
What shall we bring to God?" 
True Christian testimony cannot be 
pretended. It comes as God gives it to 
a person. This Church Leaders' Re-
treat was a blessing. We believe Gen-
eral Conference in August will be as 
well blessed. 
Pray For The Church! 
Building the Church Through Evangelististic 
Services and Follow-Up 
(A talk given by Rev. Elias Moyo at the Leaders' Retreat) 
G o ye therefore, and preach to all 
nations . . . teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you. . . . (Matthew 28:19-20). 
This command is not just for pastors 
or for full-time church workers, but 
for all of us who have taken Christ's 
name. 
GO is a word that demands action. 
Have you gone? to your neighbor? to 
the people in your congregation? to 
your friends and relatives? You will 
have to answer YES or NO to this 
question, but you can never answer 
both. You will never be too small for 
Christ to use, but you may be too big. 
To have evangelistic services is a 
relatively easy task compared to the 
nurturing and follow-up of the new-
born babies in Christ. When a person 
expresses a desire to follow Christ, it is 
good to take information that will help 
in the follow-up. For example, his 
name, address, age, sex, telephone 
number (if any), reason why he has 
come—acceptance of Christ for the 
first time, assurance of salvation or 
restoration—and his denomination. 
Naturally the new-born baby must be 
Moyo is the pastor of the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Salisbury and a graduate of 
Ekuphileni Bible Institute. 
fed, so with the new-born convert. The 
new-born baby in Christ needs three 
things. 
1. He must have FOOD. I Peter 
2:2. Let him begin to read the Gospel 
of John. Give him other Christian 
literature on how to live the Christian 
life. If he is illiterate, he should be en-
couraged to learn to read. You may 
have to be the teacher. In the mean-
time, help him to memorize Bible 
verses that will feed his soul. 
2. He must have FELLOWSHIP. 
Acts 2:42. A fire will not burn if there 
is only one stick. There must be two or 
more. He must not only fellowship 
with other believers, but he must also 
fellowship with God in prayer for vic-
tory in temptations and wisdom for 
every circumstance. 
3. He must have S P I R I T U A L 
EXERCISE. Acts 2:46. Every Chris-
tian is a witness and is expected to 
bear fruit by telling others about 
Christ. A Christian worker has not 
made a disciple unless the new con-
vert is making other disciples. As soon 
as Andrew recognized Jesus to be the 
Christ, immediately he went to find his 
brother, Peter. John 1:41-42. 
There are various ways of following 
up new converts. Here are some sug-
g e s t i o n s : to page nine 
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A photo from the past—Uncle Pete and two of 
the Youngwins in the kitchen. 
The Painful 
Silence 
The Y O U N G W A Y S C H A T T E R 
just arrived in the post. This is a very 
special issue—the very last there is to 
be, the Siders wrote. Reading this final 
production caused a big lump to form 
in my throat which dissolved in tears. 
For sometime we were all aware of 
the possible withdrawal of the mis-
sionary presence in Rhodesia. Now 
it's happened. So quickly the doors of 
Youngways closed . . . the home away 
from home for M. K.s for the past 17 
years. 
As people grow older they tend to 
reflect a lot. With this reflection we 
feel a sense of loss . . . sort of as if 
someone we loved died. On the other 
hand, maybe it's that mixture of feel-
ings parents have when children grow 
up and away, having outgrown the 
need of the homestead—except to 
visit. 
We saw and felt the birth of Young-
ways. There were eight children that 
first year in 1960, and they became 
very special to us. They were proud to 
Since 1972, Pete and Mim Stern have been 
serving in Zambia as Field Secretary and 
church-planters in Lusaka. 
from page eight 
1. It is the responsibility of the 
Christian worker as well as the local 
church. 
2. Visit him regularly, teach him 
how to live the Christian life, pray for 
him daily and see that he gets to 
church and other special meetings. 
3. A new conver t should feel 
welcome to the local church. A new 
member has been born into the family 
of God. 
4. Some new converts may have to 
be followed by correspondence. Be 
sure to include Christian literature 
when you write. 
5. Telephone is an effective follow-
up, but it is expensive. 
We can learn some lessons from the 
early church found in Acts 2. Notice 
the logical steps in nurturing. 
be dubbed 'the charter members.' As 
the years passed, the family expanded 
very suddenly at times, but there 
always seemed room for one more in 
our hearts, but the hostel walls, not 
being of expandable muscle tissue, had 
to be pushed out to enlarge the tent. 
Who of us living there at the time 
can forget the work involved in 
making that old shell of a house into a 
homey place, adequate for many chil-
dren? School vacation time was when 
the ant-eaten floors were torn up to be 
replaced with cement ones. The early 
Youngwins remember with a certain 
amount of possessiveness the man-
hole which was access to a secret hide-
out . . . just in case. The girls remem-
ber walls of the new wing going up 
around their inadequate quarters and 
then moving into the hall to sleep 
when demolition time came. Some 
boys remember chipping off old 
plaster to make a new kitchen and 
hall. What a mess that was! And now 
we ask, to what end was all that effort? 
Besides going to school, lessons in 
life were being learned during those 
years. It seemed that the children's 
v. 41—They received the Word gladly 
—Regeneration 
v. 41—They were baptized 
—Group incorporation 
v. 41—They were added to the church 
—Multiplication of be-
believers lievers 
v. 42—Instruction by the church 
—Biblical indoctrination 
v. 45—Sold goods to help the needy 
—Compassionate concern 
v. 47—Had favour with the people 
—Cultural identification 
v. 47—Grew in numbers 
—Continuous propaga-
tion 
Are You Helping to Build the 
Church of God? 
appreciation of the hostel increased in 
proportion to their involvement in the 
mess and rubble and shifting of life 
style which accompanied m a j o r 
renovations. Self reliance is very im-
portant to survival in today's develop-
ing countries. Youngwins of the 
renovating years should manage well. 
M i s s i o n C o m p l e t e d ? 
The greatest motivation for Young-
ways in the first place was to provide a 
Christian home atmosphere for our 
children while attending government 
schools. The foundation was laid by 
the parents in those first seven years 
and Youngways served to build the 
walls of the first floor. The success of a 
project is often difficult to assess until 
considerable time has passed. 
As we watch from a long distance, it 
is rewarding to see the Youngways 
Family finding themselves involved in 
work and professions which serve God 
and humanity. In some cases we are 
seeing 'the return of the native,' not as 
an M.K. but as M.P. (missionary per-
sonnel). Could this be indicative of 
mission completed?* 
So, although Youngways' walls are 
silent of those growing-up noises, time 
and tide have moved these young 
people into varied and purposeful 
spheres. They still can sing as we often 
did at Hillside Dams at the close of 
evening prayers: 
As the moon reflects the light 
of the sun she adores, 
And travels around the wide 
world. 
Let me Lord in my life 
reflect the light of Thy love, 
As I too go around the wide 
world. 
—Reflections of Auntie & Uncle 
Pete 
* Youngwins having given service in Africa: 
Steve Lehman—Matopo Bookroom 
Daryl C l imenhaga—Matopo Secondary 
School 
Phil Thuma—at present a medical doctor at 
Macha Hospital 
Bob Brubaker—at present teaching at Macha 
Secondary School 
Richard Sider—at present with M C C in 
Swaziland 
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I've Been 
to Church Today 
Paul Hosteller 
M Y WIFE, Lela, and I traveled to 
New York City with Bishop and Mrs. 
Henry Ginder for the formal dedi-
cation of the relocated (two doors 
away) and refurbished Fellowship 
Chapel in the Bronx where Alvin and 
Thata Book are the pastoral team. It 
was a good experience. (Presumably, 
details on this will be reported by 
others.) 
Since the dedication service was on 
Sunday afternoon, for the morning we 
decided to take the 45-minute drive 
through the city to Pilgrim Chapel in 
Brooklyn, where Rev. Grafton E. 
Forbes is the pastor. Although we 
managed to get lost in the huge met-
ropolis, Bishop Ginder parked his car 
near the 403 Rogers Avenue location a 
few minutes before Sunday school at 
9:30. 
We soon discovered that the small 
chapel, like its counter-part in the 
Bronx, is being completely remodeled 
(should be completed by the time you 
read this). We also learned that the 
program at Pilgrim Chapel has pros-
pered to the point that mission subsidy 
funds will soon be terminated. 
When we walked through the door, 
the superintendent and most other 
adults present came and spoke to each 
of us, extending a warm hand of 
fellowship and welcome. This was 
reinforced in the opening part of the 
Sunday school when we were offi-
cially recognized while an attractive 
young lady came to our seat and 
pinned welcome badges on our lapels. 
Just to make sure that the point was 
well made, the Sunday school group 
then sang "Welcome to our Sunday 
school," a new chorus which has a 
pleasing combination of the gospel 
message and an enthusiastic welcome 
to strangers. Before long we perma-
nently forgot that we were the only 
white people present. 
The six classes (Kindergarten, 
Primary, Junior, Junior High, Youth, 
and Adult) all met in one room. As 
many readers know, even at best a 
one-room situation causes many kinds 
of distractions. Fortunately the seats 
were moveable, allowing the teachers 
of the younger classes to group their 
boys and girls in circles. 
The writer is Director of Public Information, 
Messiah College. 
We were much impressed with the 
orderliness of the children and teens in 
this crowded situation. The sixty-three 
people distributed fairly evenly in the 
six classes gave almost undivided 
attention to their teachers. Every one 
of the teachers, easily observable from 
where we sat, obviously came well pre-
pared . This , combined with en-
thusiasm and love, captured the hearts 
of the children and held the attention 
of the older ones. 
The teacher of our class was tall, 
reminding me of Bill Russell of 
basketball fame. He taught the lesson 
with the skill of a professional, using a 
printed hand-out sheet with sugges-
tions on how to apply the lesson in the 
week following. He stressed the les-
son title and memory verse, having us 
repeat them at least six times. 
Too late I recognized his reason for 
doing so. In the concluding moments 
of the Sunday school hour, the super-
intendent asked each class, starting 
with the adults, to stand, give the 
lesson title, and recite the memory 
verse. My embarrassed stammerings 
didn't contribute much to our class 
presentation. The other classes stood 
in turn and gave their lesson titles and 
memory verses with clear evidence of 
better preparation. 
When the session was dismissed, I 
RELIGIOUS NEWS 
from page seven 
Ministers' Confidentiality 
Bill Passes in Missouri 
A bill providing confidentiality for com-
municat ions between a pastor and coun-
selees was approved by both houses of the 
Missouri legislature with only the gover-
nor 's signature necessary for it to become 
law. 
House Bill 175, co-sponsored by Reps. 
Carro l McCubbin of Eldon, Mo. , and Fred 
Lynn of Springfield, Mo. , was passed with 
"li t t le opposi t ion" in the senate af ter "con-
siderable difficulty clearing the judiciary 
commit tee , " according to the Word and 
Way, Missouri Baptists ' weekly news 
publication. 
Final vote in the senate was 30-0, with 
three senators absent, the news account 
said. 
The next day, the house accepted the 
amended version of the bill by a vote of 
105-51, according to the report. 
braced myself for the mass exodus 
which is experienced by some Sunday 
schools, especially on days with soar-
ing temperatures. To my surprise, 
a lmos t everyone stayed for the 
worship service. After others came, 
Pilgrim Chapel was very nearly filled 
to its one hundred capacity. 
The attractively printed bulletin in-
dicated a Youth Sunday emphasis, 
and Pastor Forbes involved various 
young people in the service. The 
Junior Choir sang a beautiful two-part 
arrangement of "Rock of Ages." 
After Bishop Ginder gave words of 
greeting, the pastor gave a lucid ser-
mon based on the first three verses of 
Ephesians 6 which begin with "Chil-
dren, obey your parents . . . " 
Following the message, Pastor 
Forbes felt impressed to invite people 
forward who had spiritual needs. A 
fine young man was the first to re-
spond. He was soon followed by an 
older man and woman. The pastor 
prayed earnestly for each one and then 
announced the closing song. During 
the song another woman went for-
ward and expressed her need to the 
pastor. When the hymn ended, he 
prayed for her, also. 
By this time the service was getting 
rather long and the room temperature 
uncomfortably high. But in the tender-
ness and joy of the congregation as 
they responded to spiritual needs being 
met, no one seemed to mind. 
As the benedict ion was being 
pronounced, I remembered the words 
of the Nazarene preacher, Dr. Ernest 
Grosse, after he had attended a morn-
ing worship service which concluded 
with an invitation and people going 
forward. "Brother, I've been to church 
today!" he enthused to a friend. We 
felt that way, too. 
The bill was to go next to Missouri 
Governor Chris topher S. Bond, who was 
expected to sign it, the Word and Way 
said. 
Pastor Foresees Chinese Clergymen 
Leading Missions in Third World 
Missionaries of Chinese ancestry may 
represent the wave of the fu ture in spread-
ing the Gospel in the Third Wor ld . 
Tha t ' s the opinion of the Rev. Augustus 
Chao , pastor of the 600-member Van-
couver Alliance Church . H e est imates that 
by the year 2000 one of every two persons 
in the world will be Chinese. 
"Chinese missionaries are more accept-
able in Afr ica than whites ," M r . C h a o 
says. "They adjust to culture easier and 
talk the language be t te r . " 
T h e minister notes that originally the 
Gospel was preached by Jews. The mis-
sionary enterprise gradually spread to 
Europeans and N o r t h Americans , and now 
he feels the time of the Chinese is coming. 
10 Evangelical Visitor 
Alfred R. Brandt 
I t WAS May 20, 1977—Friday even-
ing. I had been working with a 
carpenter all week building a new roof 
at our farm house and was physically 
exhausted. Supper was finished and I 
sat down in my favorite chair to watch 
the 6:30 News. As is usually the case, I 
see parts of the news and doze off for 
most of the time. This evening, being 
extra tired, I had fallen into a deep 
sleep and missed the news. 
The door bell startled me and I 
called to my wife, Mary, to see if she 
would answer the door. She did not 
reply. I hurried to the door in my 
dazed condition, going to the garage 
entrance instead of the front door. A 
man and woman came to the door 
where I was and introduced them-
selves. The man had just enrolled at 
the Evangelical School of Theology in 
Myerstown for the Fall semester and 
they were looking for a house to rent. 
They had stopped at the Mount 
Lebanon Camp Grove and were told 
we had a winterized cottage in the 
Grove for missionaries on furlough 
and that the family presently living 
there was leaving for Ecuador the end 
of July so they sent them to our door 
to inquire about it. Just then Mary 
appeared from the side of the house 
and I introduced her to them and said 
she should join us in this discussion. 
We went into our patio and relaxed 
and I still was not wide awake and 
could not put together what was hap-
pening. So I asked them again their 
names and they told me: Peter and 
Wendy Compton. They told us their 
story— 
Peter had graduated from North 
East Bible College at Valley Forge 
earlier in the month and Wendy from 
the Montgomery Hospital Nursing 
School. She was waiting to take her 
final examination, July 5-6. Peter on 
The writer is president of the Kenbrook Camp 
Board of Directors and a member of the Fair-
land Brethren in Christ Church. 
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this day had enrolled at the Evangeli-
cal School of Theology in Myerstown 
and they were scouting around for a 
house to rent. They went to a rental 
agency and were told that for a fee of 
$35 they would give them a list of pos-
sible rentals. However, they had no 
money. They then stopped with a 
realtor and were told of a house trailer 
in the Fredericksburg area. They pro-
ceeded north from Lebanon on Route 
343. They spotted Mount Lebanon 
Camp Grove, but passed by. Proceed-
ing north they spotted Kenbrook Bible 
Camp's sign. The house trailer at 
Fredericksburg was not satisfactory so 
they turned back toward Lebanon and 
decided to stop in at Kenbrook per-
chance there was a job for the sum-
mer. The gates were open—the main-
tenance man nowhere in sight, so they 
l o o k e d a l l a r o u n d . T h e y 
prayed—"Lord, we would like to 
work here for the summer—is there an 
opening?" They proceeded toward 
Lebanon and decided to drive into 
Mount Lebanon Camp Grove. Now 
they were at our door. 
When their story was completed I 
again asked their names whereupon 
Mary exclaimed; "Alfred, they told 
you two times already!" I replied that 
they should excuse my dullness since I 
was in such a solid sleep when they 
came and this story is so fantastic that 
I exclaimed—"/ CAN'T BELIEVE 
IT!" 
I excused myself and getting paper 
and pencil wrote down their names. 
Now I was awake and alert and my 
mind was beginning to put things to-
gether. I asked Peter what he could do 
as a camp worker—he said, " I can 
work at anything and I can learn to 
teach anything." And Wendy is a 
registered nurse. I asked Peter—could 
you teach Nature Study at camp? He 
said he could learn very quickly since 
he loves the out of doors and they both 
had been on the staff at Mary's 
Church Camp at Twin Pines. I was 
beginning to bubble inside and I ex-
claimed again "I CAN'T BELIEVE 
IT!" Then I explained to them that the 
evening before I was sitting with the 
Kenbrook Curriculum Commit tee 
which plans programs and secures 
staff for the summer and that we had a 
great concern because we had not at 
this late date found a nurse and a 
nature teacher for this year's staff. By 
this time Wendy was sitting on the 
edge of her chair and Pete started to 
cry and exclaimed, "This is of the 
Lord." I told Pete to just go ahead and 
cry and enjoy himself. Again I said, "I 
CAN'T BELIEVE IT!" but I was 
praising the Lord inside because I 
began to realize that the Lord had an-
swered our prayers for Kenbrook's 
staff needs and Pete and Wendy's 
prayer for a summer job and a place to 
live at Camp at least to the middle of 
August. 
Again I excused myself and I tele-
phoned John Yeatts, Chairman of the 
Curriculum Committee, and told him 
the story. We set up a meeting for 
them with John. When they met, John 
signed them up for the jobs, nurse and 
nature teacher—"Praise the Lord." 
So we visited and talked about a 
house to rent for the fall when Pete 
starts seminary classes. What about 
our cottage in Mount Lebanon Camp 
Grove? We explained that first priority 
is given to people who are mission-
aries on furlough. If they were not 
going back to the mission field they 
would have to give it up so some other 
qualified missionary could use it. They 
told us that they felt called to be mis-
sionaries to India and they were pre-
paring themselves for this. Due to this 
fact we told them they might qualify 
for permission to live in our cottage. 
Mary informed them there is one mis-
sionary family which has first priority 
on the cottage but that they might be 
assigned to a pastorate, so there is a 
possibility they could live here. 
It was nearly dark when they started 
to leave and we were all praising the 
Lord for answering prayers for Pete 
and Wendy, and for Kenbrook's staff 
needs. Wendy said she told Pete when 
they left Norristown this morning that 
she has a feeling that, "something 
wonderful is going to happen today," 
and so it did! We said gooa-bye and as 
Mary and I walked back into the 
house, Mary said she was going to her 
desk to check something. Mary is very 
close to the Evangelical Congre-
gational Missions program by virtue 
of her being President of the Eastern 
Branch of the Adult Missionary Fel-
lowship. She is also a member of the 
Evangelical Congregational Board of 
Missions, and she serves on the Com-
mittee to review qualifications for 
applicants to missionary personnel. 
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Single . . . 
But Not Alone 
That's the way it ought to be. 
But is it? 
Jim Smoke 
T H E Y A R E T H E R E ! Every Sun-
day in every church in America. Fill-
ing the pews. Reading the bulletin. 
Singing the hymns. Listening to the 
sermon. Praying. Shaking hands with 
the pastor at the door. Going home 
. . . alone. 
The same way they came. 
Who are we talking about? Single 
adults. The never married, the former-
ly married, the widowed. The low-
profile people in your church. The 
gray people. The inbetween people. 
The often ignored people. The incom-
plete people. 
That 's how the rest of the church 
family usually views them. If they 
would only get married like everyone 
else, there would be a place for them in 
the church. 
Sad, tragic and true. The church 
often looks at this minority group in 
its midst and wishes it would go away. 
And many of them do. 
But are they really a minority? 
National statistics indicate there are 
more than 46 million single adults in 
the United States today. That 's an 
awesome group to ignore, but we often 
ignore what we don't understand. 
The Never Married 
We look at the never married as 
though they are not quite right. Some-
times we try to match them up. If they 
would only get married and be like us, 
we wouldn't have to understand them 
and attempt to meet their needs. We 
don't quite know where to fit them in-
to the life of the church so we tack 
"career" onto the name of the college 
class and dispose of them in that way. 
Some stay, but more leave. They are 
in a different world. 
The writer is minister to single adults at the 
Garden Grove ICalif.) Community Church. 
The Formerly Married 
In many churches divorce has long 
been the unforgivable sin. Those 
divorcing or divorced may be asked to 
go elsewhere. They may risk the loss 
of leadership or even membership in 
their church. They are now among the 
permanently blemished. If they are 
allowed to stay around, the fear is that 
they will contaminate others. Little 
wonder their wounds, hurts, loneli-
ness, guilt, frustration and fears go 
ignored. The "uncoupled" are more 
low profile than the "never coupled." 
Their sin is highly visible while the 
reasons the never coupled remain un-
married are only speculated about. In 
some congregations divorced persons 
would be in no worse state if we 
branded a big " D " on their foreheads. 
The Widowed 
Suddenly single—but in this case by 
an act of God! If above 50, they are 
felt sorry for, cajoled and relegated to 
the church's golden age club. If under 
50, they are left to wander about in the 
coupled classes and groups with little 
understanding or care. Theirs is single-
hood but with honor. It is a state just 
as lonely, misunderstood and uncared 
for as the never married and formerly 
married. 
* * * 
Three distinct groups of people with 
two common distinctions—unmar-
ried and largely ignored by the church. 
It 's time for the church to take an 
honest look at its ministry to this 
vastly untapped and largely neglected 
group of people in its midst. The 
church's business is to meet the needs 
the people in its midst express. Single 
adults have needs! 
They need to be loved and accepted 
by God and man. They want to be 
worth something to themselves and to 
the church. Often it is the church that 
turns them aside and sends them look-
ing for answers in the secular world of 
bars, discos and singles clubs. 
From my experience of working 
with more than 1,000 singles each 
week, I hear them expressing five basic 
needs: 
Relational. Singles, unlike many 
marrieds, are often not "special" to 
anyone else. They live alone, shop 
alone, eat alone. Many singles lack a 
supportive community of friends who 
are about them as people, friends who 
will share their questions and strug-
gles with them. A church-based min-
istry to singles says, "Come among us. 
We love you, we will listen to you and 
seek to meet your needs." Singles go 
where other singles are. They need to 
be with people like themselves for 
identity and growth. 
Social. God made us social beings. 
The spiritual and social natures of a 
person are intertwined. It is difficult to 
express your faith if there is no one to 
express it with. Singles are often criti-
cized for wanting only social contacts 
and social involvements with other 
singles. And some churches want to 
provide only "spiritual" programs for 
singles, thus driving many to other 
places for their social life. At Garden 
Grove Community Church we offer a 
total weekly social calendar to all four 
of our age groupings. Many who have 
no profession of faith in Christ come 
to our socials and from there are 
drawn into the spiritual growth oppor-
tunities presented in our program. 
Spiritual. In our work with singles, 
we define the spiritual area as growth 
with God, growth with oneself and 
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growth with others around us. Many 
singles are searching for spiritual an-
swers to the needs in their lives. 
Divorce or the death of a mate often 
draws a person to the place of spirit-
ual evaluation of his or her life. Our 
spiritual approach is highly relational 
and very practical. Many of the singles 
we work with have little if any reli-
gious background. 
Educational. Education is the 
process of learning and growing. It 
begins at birth and ends at death. The 
job of the church is often defined as 
educating people for Christ . At 
Garden Grove Cbmmunity Church we 
offer numerous educational oppor-
tunities for singles: seminars in per-
sonal growth and development, lec-
tures by skilled psychologists and 
c o u n s e l o r s , d i v o r c e r e c o v e r y 
workshops and leadership training. 
New ideas constantly come to us as 
our people express their needs. A 
recent eight-hour seminar in better 
communications drew more than 100 
people. 
Emotional. Many singles come to 
us with deep emotional needs, scars 
and hurts. They are often living on a 
razor-sharp emotional edge, and un-
less healing and wholeness are brought 
into their lives, they can remain per-
manently scarred and hurt. Either 
divorce or death of a mate can wring 
the life from a person and leave him 
alone, afraid, guilty and on the side-
lines. A church's singles program has 
been described as an emergency room 
ministry. People come in at their 
lowest emotionally and can leave at 
their highest. 
The twentieth century church needs 
to take a new and evaluative look at 
the specialized ministry to singles. In 
the late forties and early fifties 
churches looked at their young people 
and decided they needed to specialize 
in meeting their needs. Youth min-
isters and youth ministries were born. 
Today few churches are without one or 
the other. The new wave of the late 
seventies and early eighties will be the 
church's ministry in new and exciting 
ways to a rapidly growing population 
of singles. 
The church is the only agency in our 
society that can offer total care to the 
single adu l t . Cru ises , compute r 
mating, singles clubs and adult edu-
cation courses can provide only tem-
porary answers to their needs. The 
church that begins a total ministry to 
singles by recognizing that they exist 
and have needs which must be met will 
be ministering at the cutting edge in 
today's world. 
BENEVOLENCE 
from page five 
basis which falls short of actual cost. 
Traditional support allowances pro-
vided to individuals will not buy the 
necessities they once did. In answer to 
this the budget for benevolence has 
been doubled, and the church at large 
is called upon to be aware of this. In 
this sense we have already moved into 
a new era. 
How does the brotherhood feel 
about this? We invite responses, either 
to the Visitor or to the Board of Bene-
volence direct. Church growth in-
volves an expansion of internal health 
concerns. Growth in numbers always 
brings growth in needs, and con-
versely, a loving and caring church is 
contagious to others. The measure of 
our care for one another is the 
measure of the validity of our Chris-
tian faith and testimony. "By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one for another." (John 
13:35) 
"I CAN'T BELIEVE IT!" 
from page eleven 
When Pete and Wendy mentioned 
their desire to serve the Lord in India 
her mind got to working. She pulled 
out of her files the applications of Pete 
and Wendy and remembered the 
Committee interviewing them prior to 
their finishing their schooling. 
To Mary and me and to Pete and 
Wendy, this is a vivid example of how 
the Lord answers prayer in His own 
time and in His own way if we wait on 
Him. This happening is so fantastic 
that I still catch myself saying " I 
CAN'T BELIEVE IT!" Amazing! 
Fantastic! Tremendous! Glory to God 
how that Pete and Wendy were 
directed on our highway, past Mount 
Lebanon Camp Grove, Kenbrook's 
road sign, to our house and how Pete 
and Wendy's prayers for their need 
were answered and Kenbrook's need 
for Camp staff was answered. " I DO 
BELIEVE IT!" And to " G O D BE 
ALL THE GLORY!" 
The Case for the Christian College 
College is for learning and discovery. The liberal arts college is for a 
broad collegiate education. The Christian liberal arts college is for a 
broad Christian education. It offers an education that cultivates the 
creative and active integration of faith, learning and culture. The 
Christian liberal arts college offers: 
An education in a climate where faith and learning are integrated. All 
truth is God's truth, wherever it may be found. To confess God as 
creator and Christ as Lord is to affirm God's hand in all of life and 
thought. The Christian college provides the student with per-
spective and ability to discover all things in relationship to God as 
creator. 
An education in a community where a Christian life style exists. The 
Christian community is created by the Holy Spirit around Christian 
values, Christian purposes and a common Christian task. It is an 
academic community whose unifying task is an education with a 
common basis for exploring the faith and its relationship to life and 
learning, for "in Him we live and move and have our being." 
An education in which personal Christian development is en-
couraged. A climate where "oneness in Christ" can be discovered, 
where responsibility is stressed within Christian liberty, where 
honest fellowship and serious discipleship can be pursued, where 
servanthood can be practiced, where the whole person can be 
developed. God has invested life with rich meaning and potential, 
which needs to be explored and given a chance to develop. 
An education where the Christian world-view permeates all of life. 
The opportunity is given to explore the whole world of ideas and 
person, that researches, analyzes, evaluates concepts, values and 
beliefs in light of Christian revelation. The activity where people 
engage not as Christians who are scholars but Christian scholars, 
not Christianity with education but Christian education. 
An education that helps prepare the person for the responsibilities of 
a Christian in the family, in a career, in the church, and in the com-
munity. 
Paul L. Snyder 
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f rom page six 
fessor of History at Messiah College, 
Grantham, Pa., and a former President of 
NCC. His theme, "F ree to Choose," was a 
challenge to choose "what we ought" not 
merely "what we desire." 
Dr. Carlton Wittlinger speaking at NCC com-
mencement Conference News. 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
Rev. and Mrs. Roger Witter, gave a 
report to the Air Hill congregation on their 
Holy Land tour, on Saturday evening, July 
16. The Witters are the pastoral family at 
Air Hill. 
The Chambersburg congregation reports 
seven young people were received into 
church fellowship on Sunday morning, 
May 29. Guest speakers were Jake and 
Nancy Shenk, Fannie Longenecker, and 
Mildred Myers. The pastor is Rev. A. G. 
Brubaker, Jr . 
The Five Forks congregation reported 
that the goal for their new parsonage, dedi-
cated on May 8, had been exceeded by 
almost $3,000. On Sunday, June 26, a fare-
well tea was held for the Wilbur Besecker 
family. In addition to serving as Lay Min-
ister and Youth Director, Mr. Besecker 
had served as campaign chairman for the 
parsonage project and Mrs. Besecker had 
served as secretary to the pastor, Rev. W. 
Rupert Turman. 
Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder (left) presents box con-
taining pledges to Wilbur Besecker, Campaign 
Manager, Five Forks parsonage fund. On photo-
graph are Eugene Gorman, acting treasurer 
(second from left) and the pastor, Rev. Rupert 
Turman. 
14 
The Grantham congregation held a food 
shower to welcome Rich and Martha Sider 
home from Swaziland on Sunday, June 19. 
The Siders took part in the morning wor-
ship service. The pastors at Grantham are 
Dr. Robert Ives and Rev. Merle Bru-
baker. 
The Green Spring congregation reports 
it has started a Junior Church program 
with Bertha Heisey as director. Rev. Lome 
G. Lichty is the pastor. 
The combined choirs of the Hollowell 
congregation presented the cantata, "Jesus 
is Coming," to the Messiah Home on 
Wednesday evening, June 15. The pro-
gram was dedicated to Mary and Walter 
Myers, formerly of the Hollowell congre-
gation, and now members of the Home. 
The pastor is Rev. Kenneth Engle. 
The Pleasant View congregation reports 
a dedication service held on June 5, for 
Kerri Gilbert, daughter of Mr . and Mrs. 
Jerry Gilbert. The pastor is Rev. Harold 
Bowers. 
Atlantic 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Dick, Sr., Mt. 
Joy, Pa., celebrated their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary on Sunday, June 13, with an 
Open House in the Cross Roads Brethren 
in Christ Church. The Dicks are the 
parents of five children: Mrs. Dorothy 
Groff, Wilmer, Paul, Jr. , Mrs. Miriam 
Kanode, and John. There are also 13 
grandchildren. 
Dale H. Engle assumed his duties as the 
associate pastor of the Cross Roads con-
gregation on July 10. Dale is married to 
the former Mona Jean Simpson. Rev. 
Allon B. Dourte is the pastor of the con-
gregation. 
A drop-in party was held on Sunday, 
June 13, for Mr. and Mrs. Warren W. 
Heisey in honor of their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary. The couple's son, Bernell 
and his wife, Betty, hosted the occasion. 
The Heiseys are members of the Cross 
Roads Brethren in Christ Church where 
Mrs. Heisey served as Junior Superin-
tendent and teacher. Mr. Heisey served as 
a church trustee for 12 years. 
While Rev. and Mrs. Eber Dourte, 
pastoral family of the Lancaster congre-
gation, vacationed in Zambia during the 
month of June, visiting guest speakers as 
well as speakers from the congregation 
ministered to the people. 
The New Freedom Singers, a group 
from the Harrisburg Youth for Christ, 
presented a program to the Maytown con-
gregation on Sunday evening, June 12. The 
program was sponsored by the Christ 's 
Crusaders. Rev. Earl Herr is the pastor. 
The Shenks congregation reports that 
three persons were taken into church 
fellowship on Sunday, June 19. Also, two 
babies were dedicated. Rev. Frederick 
Geib is the pastor. 
A surprise drop-in card shower was held 
in honor of the 40th Wedding Anniversary 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Heisey, by their 
children, on Friday, June 24. The Heiseys 
are members of the Shenks congregation. 
Canadian 
The Houghton congregation conducted 
their Sunday morning service, June 26, at 
the Sandhil ls , a campsi te near their 
church. There was a good response with a 
large number of campers joining the ser-
vice.. The pastor is Rev. John Sider. 
The Port Colborne congregation recently 
welcomed Mr. and Mrs. Harold Nigh 
home from two and one-half years service 
in Crete. On Sunday, June 5, the Nighs 
presented slides and a commentary on the 
earthquake in Turkey. Rev. Gordon Gil-
more is the pastor. 
Central 
On Sunday, July 3, the Beulah Chapel 
congregation held an installation service 
for their new pastoral family, the Kenneth 
Gibsons. Bishop David Climenhaga was in 
charge of the service which preceded a 
fellowship meal and open house at the par-
sonage. 
On May 31-June 12, the churches from 
Tennessee , Rolling Acres, Pomeroy 
Chapel, and DeRossett, sponsored a gospel 
tent meeting in Sparta, with Rev. John 
Rosenberry serving as the evangelist. The 
pastors are: Roger McCann, David Buck-
waiter, and Irving Parker. 
The Lakeview congregation installed 
their pastoral couple, Bob and LuAnn 
Verno, on Sunday morning, July 10. Dr. 
Owen Alderfer was in charge of the in-
stallation service. A pot-luck dinner fol-
lowed the morning service. On Saturday, 
July 9, the Senior High provided a free car 
wash for members of the congregation as 
thanks for helping with a missions project. 
Midwest 
Recent visiting speakers at the Abilene 
congregation were Dr. Virginia Kauffman 
on Sunday evening, June 19, and Eva Mae 
Melhorn on Wednesday evening, June 22. 
The pastor, Rev. Henry Landis, and 17 
youth from the congregation traveled to 
Woodland Park, Co., For the Mid-West 
Youth Camp on June 25. 
Pacific 
The Youth Department of the Upland 
congregation welcomed their youth pas-
toral family, Les and Gail Steele, on Sun-
day, June 12, with a food shower. The high 
school department presented the musical, 
" M a k e it Clear" on Sunday evening, June 
26. The pastors are: Rev. Robert Hempy 
and Rev. Glenn Ginder. 
Births 
Eberly: Lori Lee, born May 26, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Larry Eberly, Hollowell congre-
gation, Pa. 
Friesen: Terrence Jacob, born March 2, 
to Terry and Carol Anne Friesen, New 
Life congregation, Or. 
Gordon: Jonathan Scott, born June 14, 
to Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Gordon, Jr . , 
Shenks congregation, Pa. 
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Husson: Jodi Lynn, born March 30, to 
Mr . and Mrs. Arthur Husson, Shenks con-
gregation, Pa. 
Kopp: Tenley Nicole, born July 2, to 
John and Norma Kopp, Pleasant View 
congregation, Pa. 
Miller: Garry Wayne, born May 27, to 
Mr . and Mrs. Garry Miller, Hollowell 
congregation, Pa. 
Ober: Aimee Michele, chosen daughter 
of Mr . and Mrs. Terry Ober, Cross Roads 
congregation, Pa. 
Risser: Kelly Susanne, born April 28, to 
Don and Mim Risser, Elizabethtown con-
gregation, Pa. 
Scott: Kevin Eugene, born May 25, to 
Mr . and Mrs. Harvey Scott, Hollowell 
congregation, Pa. 
Spickler: Elizabeth Lynn, born May 24, 
to James and Linda (Eshleman) Spickler, 
Maytown congregation, Pa. 
Wingert: Timothy Dohner, born July 
11, to Rev. Eugene and Darlene (Dohner) 
Wingert, Nappanee congregation, In. 
Weddings 
Brensinger-Marques: Debra Marques 
and Terry Lee Brensinger, May 29, with 
Dr. Robert Ives officiating. 
Christman-Singer: Gayle, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Singer, Ulysses, 
Pa., and Clyde, son of Mr . and Mrs. Wil-
liam Christman, Shippensburg, Pa., June 
18, in the Green Spring First Church of 
God, with Rev. Thomas A. Bouch and 
Rev. K. Hull Byers officiating. 
Dixon-Tyson: Ruth, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jacob Tyson, Royersford, Pa., 
and Greg Dixon, Limerick, Pa., May 21, 
in the Perkiomen Valley Brethren in Christ 
Church, with Rev. Keith Ulery officiating. 
Dohner-Minnich: Miriam, daughter of 
Mr . and Mrs. Forrey Minnich, and David, 
son of Mr . and Mrs. David Dohner, Sr., 
both of Elizabethtown, Pa., April 9, in 
Rissers Mennonite Church, with Rev. Paul 
Ruhl and Rev. Earl Herr officiating. 
Kopp-Wolf: Dawn Wolf and Jeffrey 
Kopp, May 28, in St. John 's Lutheran 
Church, Liverpool, Pa., with Rev. Charles 
L. Stetler officiating. 
L i n t n e r - C o o p e r : M e l o d y R u t h , 
daughte r of M r . and Mrs . H e r m a n 
Cooper, Biglersville, Pa., and Miacheal 
Eugene Lintner, Huntsdale, Pa., June 25, 
in the Green Spring Brethren in Christ 
Church, with Rev. Lome Lichty officiat-
ing. 
Lowans-Sheffler: T e r r i E l i z a b e t h , 
daughter of Mr . and Mrs. Floyd Sheffler, 
and Darrell Lynn, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Marcus L. Lowans, June 11, in the Five 
Forks Brethren in Christ Church, with 
Rev. W. Rupert Turman officiating. 
McDonald-Morriconi: Anne, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Alfonso Morriconi, Tel-
ford, Pa., and Mark , son of Mr . and Mrs. 
Arlo McDonald, Waynesboro, Pa., May 
7, at C a m p Penn, with Rev. Ralph Wise 
officiating. 
Secker-Maurey: Marjorie, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Maurey, and An-
drew, son of Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Seeker, 
both of Lancaster, Pa., in the Lancaster 
Brethren in Christ Church, with Rev. S. 
Lane Hostetter officiating. 
Wenger-Lichty: M a r l e n e Yvonne , 
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Lome Lichty, 
Newville, Pa., and Larson Dean, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Wenger, Waynesboro, 
Pa., June 4, in the Green Spring Brethren 
in Christ Church, with the father of the 
bride, and Bishop Henry A. Ginder, and 
Rev. Rupert Turman officiating. 
W e n d l i n g - J o n a s : S u s a n J o n a s , 
Grantham, Pa., and Woodrow Wendling, 
Camp Hill, Pa., June 25, in the Grantham 
Brethren in Chris t Church , with Dr. 
Robert Ives and Rev. Lloyd Jonas offi-
ciating. 
Wiens-Cassel: Mary Cassel , Scar-
b o r o u g h , O n t . , a n d J a c o b W i e n s , 
Kitchener, Ont., June 25, in the Bridle-
wood Brethren in Christ Church, with Rev. 
John Schock and Jim Cunningham offi-
ciating. 
W i l h e i m - Y i e n g s t : P a m e l a J e a n , 
daughter of Mr . and Mrs . Richard 
Yiengst, and Jeffrey Lee, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Wilheim, both of Hummelstown, 
Pa., June 25, in the Hummelstown Breth-
ren in Christ Church, with Rev. Andrew 
Slagenweit officiating. 
Williams-Clause: Char lene Lynne, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Clause, 
and Howard Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Williams, both of Hagersville, 
Ont., Feb. 5, in the Springvale Brethren in 
Christ Church, with Rev. J . Allan Heise 
officiating. 
Winger-Henninger: Gail C., daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Henninger, Jr. , 
Elizabethville, Pa., and Garth L., son of 
Mr . and Mrs . Stanley Winger , Sr. , 
Millersburg, Pa., June 25, in the Free 
Grace Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
John Fries, Jr. , and Rev. Luke Keefer, Sr., 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Carbaugh: Michael Scott Carbaugh, 
born July 17, 1969, died June 29, 1977, in 
Mount Joy, Pa. He was the son of Gary 
and Lois Carbaugh who survive. He is also 
survived by a brother, Anthony; his mater-
nal grandparents, Dr. and Mrs. Carlton 
Wittlinger; and his paternal grandparents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Carbaugh. The funeral 
service was conducted in the Elizabeth-
town Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Elbert Smith officiating. Interment was in 
the Grantham Memorial Cemetery. 
Melhorn: Mrs . N a o m i M. Schock 
Melhorn, York, Pa., died July 21, 1977, at 
the age of 84. She was preceded in death by 
her husband, William C. Melhorn, in 1961, 
and a son, Clair, in 1934. She is survived 
by eight children: Roy, Lloyd, George, Eva 
Mae, Rev. Charles, Mrs. Ruth Christner, 
Cletus, and Rev. Kenneth; 29 grandchil-
dren; 22 great-grandchildren; a brother; 
and two sisters. She was a member of the 
Locust Grove Brethren in Christ Church 
for 47 years. The funeral was conducted in 
the Locust Grove Church with Rev. 
Charles Lehman, Rev. Leroy Yoder, and 
Rev. Luke Keefer officiating. Interment 
was in the Locust Grove Cemetery. 
M i l l e r : A l i c e M . H e s s M i l l e r , 
Harrisburg, Pa., died May 14, 1977, at the 
age of 90. She was the daughter of Conrad 
Z. and Ada Sue Keen Hess. She was mar-
ried to Jacob Miller who preceded her in 
death. She is survived by a stepson, 
Charles W.; a stepdaughter, Mrs. Miriam 
Rhoads; a brother, D. Avery Hess; and 
three sisters: Mrs. Ruth E. Hoffman, Mrs. 
Beula Hostetter, and Mrs. Ida G. Byers. 
She was a member of the Pequea Brethren 
in Christ Church where the funeral service 
was held with Rev. LeRoy Yoder, Rev. 
Gerald Wingert, and Vince Books officiat-
ing. Interment was in the Pequea Church 
Cemetery. 
Murray: John M. Murray, Greencastle, 
Pa., died June 16, 1977, in the Chambers-
burg Hospital at the age of 80. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Nellie; 12 children; 38 
grandchildren; 46 great-grandchildren; two 
sisters; and two brothers . He was a 
member of the Five Forks Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral service 
was conducted by Rev. Rupert Turman 
and Rev. John A. lie, Jr . Interment was in 
Parklanes Memorial Gardens. 
Rice: Mrs. Annie Barbara Rice, born 
Feb. 18, 1880, died June 11, 1977, in the 
Guilford Convalesarium, Chambersburg, 
Pa. She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Grant W „ on Feb. 14, 1944. She is 
survived by two daughters: Mrs. Carrie 
Rife, and Mrs. Viola Gayman; 13 grand-
children; 34 great -grandchi ldren; two 
great-great-grandchildren; and a brother. 
She was a member of the Chambersburg 
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. A. Gray-
bill Brubaker officiated at the funeral 
service. Interment was in the Air Hill 
Cemetery. 
Thomas: Glenn E. T h o m a s , S r . , 
Hollsopple, Pa., born Aug. 22, 1915, in 
Somerset Co., Pa., died April 4, 1977, in 
the Lee Hospital. He was the son of Foster 
S. and Katie (Thomas) Thomas. He was 
married to Reita Saylor who survives. He 
is also survived by his mother; two daugh-
ters: Mrs. Ruth Yoder and Brenda L.; two 
sons: Robert and Glenn E., Jr.; and seven 
grandchildren. He was a member of the 
Hanover Brethren in Christ Church. The 
funeral service was conducted in the 
Blough Mennonite Church with Rev. Ken-
neth Reid, Rev. Elwood R. Vandiver, and 
Rev. Curtis Godshall officiating. 
Wingert: Minerva C. Wingert, born 
Dec. 8, 1884, in Chambersburg, Pa., died 
May 9, 1977, in Abilene, Ks. She was the 
daughter of Abram and Susan Deter 
Wingert. She is survived by a sister, Annie 
Wingert; and five nephews. She accepted 
Christ as her Savior in 1906 and joined the 
Brethren in Christ Church at that time. At 
the time of her death she was a member of 
the Abilene congregation where the funeral 
service was conducted by Rev. Henry 
Landis. 
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Love Is of God 
John K. Stoner 
D o you wish tha t God would speak to you m o r e clearly and m a k e His 
presence m o r e cer tain? Begin then to recognize His voice in the impulses 
which you have to love and to do right. 
T h e Bible says " L o v e is of God , and whoever loves is born of G o d " (I John 
4:7). This verse is freighted with meaning for our longing to know God bet ter . 
C o m m u n i o n with God is the hear tbea t of the Chr is t ian life. But how often 
we feel t ha t the c o m m u n i o n is w e a k — G o d is dis tant and silent! W e wonder if 
H e speaks to us at all. Is the voice we hear perhaps only the echo of our own 
thoughts? 
Thus w& reason and quest ion. But wait! Someth ing has been over looked. 
T h e r e are some thoughts which we cannot have by our own unaided selves. 
The re are some impulses which cannot or iginate with us—they mus t come 
f r o m beyond. 
T h e writer J o h n tells us this. Because God is the exclusive source of some 
things, says John , those who possess those things show tha t they are in a 
special re la t ionship with God . " I f you know tha t he is r ighteous, you may be 
sure tha t every one who does right is born of h i m " (I J o h n 2:29). God is the 
sole source of r ighteousness, of right living, of jus t ice in h u m a n affairs . 
T h a t is something we easily forget . It is a sign of our ignorance tha t we for-
get it. O u r pride also is revealed in this. T o think tha t the impulse to do right 
and a knowledge of what is right could originate with us is a subtle f o r m of 
pride. T h e t ru th is tha t we owe to God every p rompt ing of conscience to do 
right, to love justice, to care for the poor and t ake up the cause of the 
oppressed. When we feel moved to do these things, God is speaking to us. 
Th ink of it! D o n ' t forget it. 
Similar ly , love is of God . There is no other source of love. T h a t is why John 
says, " G o d is love, and he who abides in love abides in G o d , and God abides in 
h i m " (I J o h n 4:16). This means that when we hear a voice telling us to love we 
are hear ing G o d ' s voice. God is speaking to us. Plainly. Unmis takab ly . 
W e want to see God . H e has chosen to reveal Himself in Jesus Chr is t and in 
our neighbor . N o w it 's our choice. 
" N o m a n has ever seen G o d ; if we love one another , God abides in us and 
his love is perfected in us . " (I John 4:12). 
Listen. God is speaking. 
The writer is Executive Secretary (U.S.), Peace 
Section, Mennonite Central Committee. 
